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literally transported back into an age which must
have been terrible to live in I found parts of your
work instinct with genius and particularly in your
play of expression with hands and face, and I don't
think any actress living could have conveyed so
much in your moments of repose My warmest
truest congratulations and my thanks "
Baden-Powell, now Lord Baden-Powell, one of my
oldest friends from early days in South Africa, makes a
point with which all who listen to tragedy on the stage
will agree
"May I offer my very sincere congratulations, my
dear Miss McCarthy, on your splendid performance
in 'The Witch * I saw it for the first time to-day
and, in common with many friends who were there,
I thought it as near perfection as could be desired
I hope you will give us some more of it later on
One point we all deplored and I know it is imperti-
nence to mention it—but here it is At the end of
each act you had gripped your audience and got
them hypnotised, and then up goes the curtain and
the spell is all broken and shattered by the actors
being all on their feet to receive applause I believe
that is where half the success of the French actors
lies, viz , in getting hold of their audience and then
never relaxing their grip but rather tightening it
till, at the end, it is rapt enthusiasm which moves
them
"Can't you introduce it here?"
But of all the many letters I received that which
follows, from Laurence Housman, seems to me to show
such fine perception of the essence of tragedy as to make
it valuable to any artist who essays a tragic role
"I made eyes at you from the stalls last night, but
caught no answering gleam This is just to say from
my sister and myself that we thought your performance

